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A MESSAGE FROM OUR HOST
MELISSA CRAWFORD
FRANKLIN ON PENN



THANK YOU!

Food provided by
DiAnoia’s Eatery



BUSINESS BEAT

New Businesses:

• Aruba Island Bowls Café
• The Dog Penn
• First National Bank
• Many More Asian Market
• MindFuel Method
• PetVet 365
• Steel City

Lost Businesses:

• Cioppino and Osteria 2350
• Lefty’s
• Soluna
• Shehady’s Carpets & Rugs
• Bold Escape Rooms

Coming Soon!

• Clearview Federal Credit Union
• Cueva Caimán
• Islay’s
• Orr’s Jewelers
• Sephora
• Social Status
• Tapville Social
• Yinzer Dogs



EARTH DAY 
2025-
WE 
APPRECIATE 
YOU!



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
GEOFF CAMPBELL, COMMITTEE CO-CHAIR
STRIP DISTRICT NEIGHBORS













MEMBERSHIP
JAMES GEHLKE, TREASURER
STRIP DISTRICT NEIGHBORS



WELCOME 
NEW 
MEMBERS!

Organization Name Membership Level
City Winery Advocate
Fort Pitt Piano Company Advocate
Indovina Associates Architects, LLC Advocate
MindFuel Method Advocate
Excelitas Technologies Corp Attract
Charles Schwab Engage
New City Pittsburgh Engage
The Beck Family Neighbor (Family)
The Bell Family Neighbor (Family)
The Fazzini Family Neighbor (Family)
The Gomrick Family Neighbor (Family)
Allison Rubin Neighbor (Individual)
Angela Gillot Neighbor (Individual)
Anthony Dean Neighbor (Individual)
Brenda Sigafoos Neighbor (Individual)
Greg Monaco Neighbor (Individual)
Harris Ferris Neighbor (Individual)
Julia Buczynski Neighbor (Individual)
Nancy Johnson Neighbor (Individual)
Pamela Stanich Neighbor (Individual)
Susan Kelly Neighbor (Individual)



IT’S EASY TO JOIN AT 
https://www.stripdistrictneighbors.org/



IT’S EASY TO JOIN AT 
https://www.stripdistrictneighbors.org/



Alicia Romano
Chief Executive Officer
aromano@chscorp.org

https://chscorp.org/

mailto:aromano@chscorp.org


Our History



Our Guiding Principles

Trauma-Informed Care (TIC) is an approach in healthcare, education, social 
services, and other support systems that recognizes and responds to the impact 
of trauma on individuals. It emphasizes creating environments of safety, trust, 
empowerment, and healing for people who have experienced trauma.

Harm Reduction is a public health strategy aimed at minimizing the 
negative consequences associated with certain behaviors—especially 
those that involve risk, like substance use—without necessarily 
requiring the behavior to stop.

Housing First is an approach to ending homelessness that prioritizes providing people 
with permanent housing right away, without requiring things like sobriety, employment, 
or participation in treatment programs as a precondition.



Our Services
Safe, affordable housing and nutritious food 
are fundamental human rights, and we strive to 
make them accessible to all in Pittsburgh and 
surrounding areas.



• ONE TIME ASSISTANCE
• Participants are served with assistance for 

the initial costs requested by prospective 
landlords.

• PERMANENT SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
• Assists individuals with a disability 

and are experiencing homelessness.

• RAPID RE-HOUSING
• Aims to bring an individual or family into 

stable housing as quickly as possible

• INNOVATIVE HOUSING
• Aimed to assist individuals with special 

circumstances who are unstably housed.



• Community Bridge
A facility-based residential program serving 
up to 52 individuals at a time with 
assistance and supportive services in 
transitioning from shelter to 
independent housing.

• Property Management



• Single Shelter Beds = 100
• Permanent Supportive Housing = 24
• Family Units = 8 units/48 beds

Currently serving Downtown, 
Mckeesport, Oakland & 
Beltzhoover



• CHS Food Pantry
• Located on Lawn St. in South 

Oakland
• Serving 6,000+ individuals annually 

and 2,000+ households

• CHS Community & Social Center
• Located at Wood Street Commons
• Serving 30 residents/day
• Therapy, classes, life skills, computer 

lab, community development, activities, 
and more! 



VOLUNTEER

DONATE

JOIN US AT AN 
ANNUAL EVENT

Get 
Involved!



Alicia Romano
Chief Executive Officer
aromano@chscorp.org

https://chscorp.org/
Questions• CONSTRUCTION PULSE

mailto:aromano@chscorp.org


MARKETING
BRADY SMITH, 
MARKETING CHAIR
STRIP DISTRICT NEIGHBORS



NEIGHBOR NIGHTS

May 28- Aruba Island Bowls

June 25- The Dog Penn (bring your 
canine companion!)

July 30- State of the Strip District,
Huntington Bank new HQ at the 
Vision on Fifteenth*

*Denotes a Town Hall

August 27-  Franklin Interiors

September 24- The Stacks 

October 29- St. Stanislaus*  

November 26- TBD



UPCOMING 
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Kingfly Spirits: The Dog Penn
Radical Trivia- Wednesdays 7-9:30pm

St. Stanislaus Kostka:

Feast of St. Anthony- June 8th at 11:00am 

Mom’s Night Out Market- May 2nd at 6:30-
9:30pm

Mother’s Day Sip N Script Calligraphy 
Class- May 7th 6:30- 8:30pm De Fer Coffee and Tea

Live Music- Saturdays 6:30-8:30pm

Cueva Caiman
  Soujoun with Cueava, June 4 
  at  6:30pm-8:30 pm
  PROMO CODE= promo_code_SDN



UPCOMING 
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Heinz History Center Events: The Terminal

Taste of Asia- May 11th at 11:00AM

Hidden History Trivia Night- May 15th at 6:30pm

Remake Learning Days: Handmade Museum- May 
16th -19th at 10:00am

Smithsonian Lecture Series- Preserving the Space 
Age- May 29th

32nd Annual History Makers Awards Dinner, June 5th 
at 6:30pm

Trivia Nights (Aslin)- Thursdays at 
6:00pm

Tunes at the Terminal- Fridays at 
5:00pm

Markets at the Terminal- Saturdays 
at 11:00am

Barrel and Flow
 August 8-10th at The Stacks at    3 
Crossings  www.barrelandflow.com







Dollar Bank Three Rivers Arts Festival

Becky Rickard
Director of

Institutional Giving

Rickard@TrustArts.org

Derek Scalzott
Senior Director

of Communications

Scalzott@TrustArts.org









• 1 in 8 women in the U.S. will be diagnosed with breast cancer in their 
lifetime.

• Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer death among 
women.

• Early detection has led to a 44% decrease in death rates since 1989 .

• However, rates are rising among women under 50, increasing by 1.4% 
annually.

Join the Fight Against Breast Cancer

Susan G. Komen MORE THAN PINK WALK

Map It
 Get Directions to Schenley Park

Why this Walk Matters

• Walk with us to honor survivors and remember 
those we've lost.

• Fundraise to support research, education, and 
patient services.

• Spread awareness about the importance of early 
detection and regular screenings.

How You Can Help
Date & Location
Sunday, May 18, 2025
Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, PA

Strip District Friends & Family
Lace up. Walk with purpose. Walk with heart. 

Walk to END breast cancer.

Source: cancer today magazine

https://maps.app.goo.gl/PVPhvzM5imJEkCHj9
https://www.cancertodaymag.org/spring-2024/breast-cancer-survival-rates-continue-to-rise/


   
 
 MARKETING

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE YOUR EVENT 
LISTED HERE AND IN OTHER STRIP 
DISTRICT NEIGHBORS PROMOTIONS? 

EMAIL US AT
MARKETING@SDNPGH.ORG

E-Newsletter submissions must be received 
by the last Wednesday of each month.

E-Newsletter is published monthly, typically 
on the first Wednesday of each month.

mailto:MARKETING@SDNPGH.ORG


City Controller 101

Strip District Neighbors –  
April Meeting 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025 



Who We Are: 
The City Controller is the fiscal watchdog for the citizens of Pittsburgh and is responsible for 
protecting tax dollars from waste, fraud, and abuse.

As one of only two elected citywide offices, the Controller provides independent and objective 
oversight of all city government related finances.

We work to ensure the City's financial integrity and accountability, making Pittsburgh a better place 
to live and work.



What We Do: 
We are responsible for governance and conduct of key aspects of the City's financial operations, 
including:

• Tracking all revenues and expenditures made by the City 
• Overseeing and auditing all payments made by the City
• Ensuring all funds are being appropriately tracked and spent across City government 
• Reviewing City departments for inefficiencies and making recommendations to save money or 

improve delivery of services 
• Inspecting and auditing all engineering, architectural, construction, and demolition contracts

We conduct audits and produce regular reports on the City's financial and economic condition and 
the operations and performance of City government.



Recent and Future Audits: 
2023 Popular Annual Financial Report  

2024 audits and reports: 
• City water fountains
• URA’s Housing Opportunity Fund
• Pittsburgh Parking Authority

In-Progress & Future Audits: 
• Citiparks P-Cards
• Phipps Conservatory Trust Fund
• Tax Abatement Programs (TAPs)
• Office of Film and Event Management
• Legistar, the Sunshine Act, and City Clerk
• ShotSpotter
• 911 Call Center (Joint Audit with County)

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.pittsburghpa.gov%2Fredtail%2Fimages%2F25362_Popular_Annual_Financial_Report_for_Fiscal_Year_2023.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMegan.Quatrini%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C849cddaa2ecd45e8f59808dcc79767cf%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C638604700314895231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=szd5YWGy8SYCowXoCo0cszzF9cPxEukwDW0JZSPki2M%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.pittsburghpa.gov%2Fredtail%2Fimages%2F25595_WaterFountainsReport.FINAL.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMegan.Quatrini%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C849cddaa2ecd45e8f59808dcc79767cf%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C638604700314907593%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7nft7VPWiilKUc4OmRT%2Be2hbwHX7DKX4adcxc1xdEh0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.pittsburghpa.gov%2Fredtail%2Fimages%2F25576_URA_Housing_Opportunity_Fund_FINAL_Audit.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMegan.Quatrini%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C849cddaa2ecd45e8f59808dcc79767cf%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C638604700314914640%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rtLyEMXWWcCr4N9iktFh9jJKe6aRRqSS7IkK1UM5%2Bfk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.pittsburghpa.gov%2Fredtail%2Fimages%2F24441_Pittsburgh_Parking_Authority_March_2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMegan.Quatrini%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C849cddaa2ecd45e8f59808dcc79767cf%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C638604700314920887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mNW99cb8DFkDml4V8Vk0rBG%2F9H6HjpC3p6buCEE1E3s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.pittsburghpa.gov%2Fredtail%2Fimages%2F25113_PCardCouncilUpdate.5.28.24.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMegan.Quatrini%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C849cddaa2ecd45e8f59808dcc79767cf%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C638604700314901320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KndGWaumIKdX8GwSCjiZQlb1bXf53BoXm1bQrNkfaug%3D&reserved=0


Fiscal Health of the City: 
• Debt Payments

• 2025 and 2026 have ballooning debt payments due to loans deferred during the pandemic.
• This year’s debt payment is lower than previously anticipated.

• Challenging years ahead - 2025, 2026
• Recovering from pandemic; American Rescue Plan funds ending 
• Shifts away from in-office work; reduced value of biggest downtown properties; major 

reduction in tax value 
• Historically high interest rates, fewer home sales, less tax revenue  
• Need for spending decisions to reflect uncertainty 

• Fiscal Milestones 
• The City’s Interest earnings have grown significantly. While some of this is attributable to 

American Rescue Plan funds, savvy investing and high-interest rates have provided the City 
with more long-term security.

• Licenses and permits have become more profitable as we see development across the City
• Parking revenues have rebounded to pre-pandemic levels



2025 Preliminary Budget: 
Total budget: Spends just under $657 million – $29 million less (4.2%) than projected spending in 
2024, first cut since 2021

Fund balance: Spends more than half of the current fund balance over the next five years 
(projected to be $174 million at the end of 2024, down to $70 million in 2029).

Revenue: 
• 2024 revenues are expected to be around $699 million (down from $710 in 2023).
• 2025 budget projects revenue to drop further to around $660 million (5.5% decrease).

o Property tax revenue expected to decreases from expected $152 million to $144 million 
next year

o Budget projects roughly $6 million from the facility usage fee, which is currently under a 
legal challenge



2025 Preliminary Budget: 
Spending cuts include: 

o Cuts the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police from 850 budgeted officers in 2024 to 800 in 
2025.  900 officers were budgeted in 2019; 1,091 in 2015.  The city expects to spend $120 
million on the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police in 2025.  (There are currently 750 police officers 
in the PBP.)

o Cuts capital spending from $159 million this year to $117 million 
o The Department of Law budget will drop by about half, after ballooning this year due to 

nearly $7 million in legal judgment payouts.
o The Department of City Planning budget will decrease 46%
o The Department of Parks and Recreation budget would decrease 25%
o The Department of Public Works’ Bureau of Facilities budget would decrease 21%.

Spending increases include: 
o $3.3 million increase in paving budget
o  $1.8 million increase in demolition budget



Where our Money Comes From: 



Where your Money Goes: 

General government, 
23.5%

Public safety, 47.6%

Highways/streets, 
20.5%

Sanitation, 
2.6%

Economic 
development, 1.1%

Debt Service, 2.9% Culture and 
Recreation, 1.9%



Thank you!
CITY OF PITTSBURGH

OFFICE OF THE CITY CONTROLLER
Controller Rachael Heisler

City_Controller@pittsburghpa.gov
412-225-2054
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